
Foston Parish Council Comments on Planning Application – S21/0366 

 

Location: Foston Lodge Newark Hill Foston NG32 2LQ 
 
Proposal: Erection of building and change of use from agriculture to agriculture 
contractors yard/storage. 
 
Applicant: CMB Contracting 
 

 

Foston Parish Council objects to this application for the following reasons. 

 

Having regard to the nature, location and design of the proposed development it is 
considered that the proposal would lead to an acceptable commercialisation of 
agricultural land and an intrusion into the open countryside to the detriment to the 
character of the village and the open countryside. The proposal would not contribute 
to the conservation or enhancement of the character of the area and in addition, the 
proposal does not fall within the exceptional circumstances set out under Policy SP1 of 
the Core Strategy. The proposal would be contrary to Core Strategy Policies SP1, 
EN1, as well as the provisions of Foston Neighbourhood Plan Policies FNP01 and 
FNP12 
 
Please see the final two pictures at the end of this submission which show how 
intrusive this new building is in comparison with the old Dutch Barn 
  
 
In addition to the above, the Parish Council wishes to raise the following points 
regarding the application. 
  
The applicant and/or his agent are being disingenuous when they claim several times 
that the applicant's business is solely an agriculturally based one. 
The following are extracts from Planning Statement submitted with the application. 
  
1. His business cannot be termed as anything other than “Farming” in the terms of the 
South Kesteven Local Plan and the NPPF. 
2. The applicant business is solely concerned with Farming and Forestry. 
3. The application is for a building to support an agricultural concern. It will house 
machinery which can only be termed as that used in agriculture.  
  



 
 
A visit to the applicant's Facebook page clearly demonstrates that he is in no way a 
purely agricultural business, see attached pictures in Appendix 1 
These pictures clearly demonstrate that the applicant’s business is categorically not a 
purely agricultural contracting business. 
  
On the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 application form the Description of the 
Proposal is " New agricultural building" 
The Supporting Planning Statement is titled: Erection of Building to House and 
Maintain Agricultural Equipment  
The application is clearly not for a new agricultural building but for building for a civil 
works contractor who carries out both civil and agricultural work. 
The Planning Statement title includes the words "maintain" so we are no 
longer looking at a facility purely for the storage of large machinery, but a workshop 
where maintenance and repair will be carried out? 
  
On both the 24th and 25th May 2020 the applicant's own Facebook account describes 
the work being carried out as the construction of a new "Headquarters" and not just a 
storage facility for his machinery. See Appendix 2 for screenshots 
 
There is clearly a major change of use intended here and the applicant should be 
requested to amend his application to include that change of use and detail the 
Classes of Use that he wishes to change from and to. 
  
The safety of the access to and from the applicant's site onto Newark Hill from what is 
best described as the "Chicken Farm" track was the source of great concern when the 
application for the Chicken farm in Foston was made. (S12/3241) 
The approval of this application would allow the Chicken Farm Track/Newark Hill 
junction to be used by at least twenty slow moving pieces of heavy machinery as listed 
by the applicant on Page 9 of his "Supporting Planning Statement" 
In addition to this traffic the creation of a new "Headquarters" and Maintenance facility 
at this location would undoubtedly lead to the generation of additional traffic, with 
visiting customers arriving and leaving by vehicle. 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 1 

 

The pictures on the following pages are screenshots from the C M Brunton Facebook page. 
They clearly demonstrate that CMB Contracting is not a purely agricultural business as is 
claimed in the application. 
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Newark Hill showing the Old Dutch Barn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Newark Hill showing the Intrusive New Building  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


