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Minutes of the Meeting of Foston Parish Council held on 6th January 2026 at 19:30 at Foston Village Hall.

Present: 	Cllr Christina Lees, Cllr John Munro, Cllr Tracey Gardner, Cllr Keith Spikings.
Cllr P Wood, Clerk to Council – C Smith.

Public Forum – No matters discussed

Council Session started at 19.30 – No public members present

26000. Due to the absence of the Chairman it was Resolved that Cllr Christina Lees would take the meeting,     										                   Unanimous.
		   
26001. Apologies and reasons for absence (To receive and resolve reasons for absence in accordance with the requirement of the Local Government Act 1972) – 
Resolved: that apologies for absence from Cllr Litchfield, Cllr Fellow-Moore be accepted,          Unanimous.                

26002. To receive Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in accordance with the Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012 – Nil

[bookmark: _Hlk141608374]26003. To receive and approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 4th November 2025 – It was Resolved: that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 4th November 2025 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.						         Unanimous.
                      
26004. To receive and consider reports from County and District Councillors’ District Councillor Wood gave an update on the County Council split across the county. He informed the council of two by elections which happened before Christmas 2025 and the results. Lincolnshire is to role out the recycling of food waste as from April 2026. Each household will receive two new bin caddies, a small one for inside the house and the larger for the outside. Each house will be supplied with one roll of bin liners for the smaller caddie. It is also under debate whether District Councillors should undertake training such as safeguarding every year. Update to follow. 

26005. To consider and resolve PRECEPT ready for submission. 
The Precept for the year 2026/27 was submitted to the local council on 29th December 2025. 
The figures requested were undisputed by the Council.                                          

26006. To consider Parish Councillor vacancy and resolve on any action to be taken. 
It was Resolved that Cllr Lees would email out to Foston Villagers to invite interest.                   Unanimous.
            		            
26007. To consider and discuss whether Foston community would like to have a bench plastic/wooden to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Viking Way.
Resolved: that no action is required following discussion.     I vote for the proposal 3 against  Not Approved.

26008. To consider and discuss any plans Foston may have towards planning any events to mark the upcoming commemoration dates for the 100th birthday of Queen Elizabeth II, 21st April 2026 and a day of reflection of the pandemic 8th March 2026.
It was resolved for the Clerk to the Council to email the Women’s Institute, Foston PCC and Foston Neighbours to collaborate on these auspicious events.	                                                                 Unanimous.			                                                   
26009. To consider and review the possibility of changing broadband provider from Talk Talk at a cheaper rate. It was resolved that the Clerk to the Council research further broadband suppliers in order to reduce costs.                                                                                                                                                   Unanimous.

26010. To consider and agree on updating the dropbox space on the clerk’s laptop to increase its capacity. It was resolved that the Clerk to the Council investigate procuring an external hard drive to accommodate the extra storage space needed on the laptop. Prices will be submitted to the council.                     
                                                                                                                                                                           Unanimous.
              
26011. To consider and discuss the updates on the roadworks Goosegate Late and Back Lane.
Cllr Gardner is communicating with Contractors re Goosegate Lane. Cllr Gardner will be escalating the issue regarding the necessary tools needed if satisfactory replies are not forthcoming.

26012. To consider any updates on the parking opposite the entrance to Church Street outside the Old Hall and on Main Street in front of Black Horse Cottages. and resolve on any action to be taken.
It was resolved to carry forward to decision until the next meeting held in March. 

26013. To receive an update relating to permissive access rights to Foston Playing Field and resolve on any action to be taken. 
It was discussed that a new larger sign be erected to prohibit dogs on the playing field. This will be carried forward to the next meeting.

26014. To receive a report from Cllr Spikings regarding a potential lease for 1st Foston Scout Group relating to land at Foston Playing Field on which Gorrie Hall is situated and resolve on any action to be taken. 
Cllr Spikings has endeavoured to communicate to Chattertons Solicitors. They were asked to prepare a lease for the land and scout hut; however, he only received one for the land. Cllr Spikings will revert.

26015. To consider the revision of the 2017 Foston’s Neighbourhood Development Plan and resolve on any action to be taken. 
It was agreed that Cllr Lees send an email be sent out to the Village residents to get any interested parties to collaborate in this process.                                                                                                                    Unanimous.
                                             
26016. To consider dog fouling and facilities within the village and resolve on any action to be taken. 
It was suggested that more dog bins be purchased for the village but it was felt there was enough bins at a financial and personal cost. It was also discussed that dogs were being allowed to run through the church. Cllr Lees will contact the church council regarding this matter.		                                   Unanimous.
			          
26017. To consider and resolve the need to make householders aware of the necessity to apply for permission when altering the aesthetics of the highway.
 It was agreed that householders should be made aware that they need to apply for planning permission if they wish to erect a new or alter, maintain, improve or take down an existing fence, wall or gate that is over 1m in height, fronting the highway. This should be item placed in the Parish Council Newsletter instigated by Cllr Litchfield.






26018. To consider and agree on the forthcoming dates of the Parish Council meetings in 2026/2027  Tuesday March 3rd 2026
Tuesday May 5th 2026
Tuesday July 7th 2026
Tuesday September 1st 2026 
Tuesday November 3rd 2026
Tuesday January 5th 2027
Tuesday March 2nd 2027
Tuesday May 4th 2027
Annual Parish Meeting 2026 to be announced in March 2026
Resolved; Clerk to the Council is to contact the Village Hall to ensure dates are available.          Unanimous.                                     

26019. To consider Lack of action by SKDC following the refusal of, S24/1809 | Provision of winter storage unit for agriculture | Top Farm, Office Back Lane Foston Lincolnshire NG32 2LA
This application was refused in January 2025 and no action has been taken by SKDC regarding a re-application or removal of the structure.
District Councillor Paul Wood agreed to take this matter away to raise the matter with SKDC.

26020. To receive and consider a report from Cllr Gardner on Planning Matters.
a.  Ref. No: S25/2253 Received date: Fri 21 Nov 2025| Status: Awaiting decision| Case Type: Planning Application. Rear single storey extension. 18 Wilkinson Road Foston Lincolnshire NG32 2JX

b.  Ref. No: S25/2073 | Received date: Thu 30 Oct 2025 | Status: Pending Consideration | Case Type: Planning Application. Demolition of existing attached single storey garage, store area and conservatory, construction of new attached single storey extension, removal of front boundary wall and creation of vehicular access and excavation of part of garden to form off street parking area. Holly Bank Main Street Foston Lincolnshire NG32 2JU

c. Ref. No: S25/1753 | Received date: Thu 18 Sep 2025 | Status: Details Not Required | Case Type: Planning Application. Erection of two general purpose agricultural buildings. Firs Farm Great North Road Foston Grantham NG32 2JP

d. Ref. No: S25/1976 | Received date: Thu 16 Oct 2025 | Status: Pending Consideration | Case Type: Planning Application. Outline application for a residential development with all matters reserved except for access. Brayside House Newark Hill Foston Grantham NG32 2LF 















26021. To consider Financial Matters. 
A] To receive the Clerks report on payments between ordinary meetings - Council noted the details of the following payments made between meetings.
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B] To review and consider accounts for payment. It was Resolved: That Council approve payment of the following items	                                                                                                                                                                        Unanimous.									                                     
[image: ]
C] To review income and expenditure to 31st October 2025 -– Income and expenditure to 30th September 2025 was reviewed and noted, no further action.

D] To review bank account reconciliations to 5th October 2025 - It was Resolved: that the bank account reconciliation for 5th September 2025 be accepted and approved.   			       Unanimous		                            
E] To review bank account reconciliations to 5th November 2025 - It was Resolved: that the bank account reconciliation for 5th November 2025 be accepted and approved.                                                  Unanimous					
26022. To consider items for inclusion on the agenda for the Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 3rd March 2026.
None.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:00


Signed:  	           




Cllr R Litchfield Chairman

image1.emf
Ref Payment Date Payee /Remitter Invoice / Ref No Budget Category Payment Type  Total

70 18/12/2025 HMRC Month 8 Deductions Staff Costs 85.58 £          

72 31/12/2025 C Smith P9 Salary + additional hours Admin 381.50 £        

73 31/12/2025 C Smith P9 Home working payment Admin 26.00 £          

63 08/12/2025 Public Works Loan Board520095 Loan Repayments 637.44 £        

75 00/01/1900 C Smith Jan Salary + additional hours Admin 381.50 £        

76 00/01/1900 C Smith Jan Home Working Payment Admin 26.00 £          

# 1,538.02 £     

To receive the Clerks report on payments between ordinary meetings.
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Ref Payment Date Payee /Remitter Invoice / Ref No Budget Category Payment Type  Total

69 31/12/2025 Foston Village Hall 171 Admin 48.00 £          

71 18/12/2025 Parks and Pitches 2049 Grass Cutting 160.00 £        

74 30/12/2025 Talk Talk Business 27847815 Village Hall 7.93 £             

215.93 £        

To review and consider accounts for payment


