2

Minutes of the Meeting of Foston Parish Council held on 2nd July 2026 at 19:30 at Foston Village Hall.


Present: 	Cllr Christina Lees, Cllr John Munro, Cllr Tracey Gardner, Cllr Keith Spikings Cllr Fellows Moore, Cllr K Bamford, Clerk to Council – C Smith.

Public Forum: 

To receive questions and views from residents of the village for a fifteen-minute period on issues relevant to the village of Foston. Please note that the Parish Council meeting will commence at 7.30pm if no residents are present.
Residents present Janet Bray and Richard Wynn.

Council Session started at 19.30 
[bookmark: _Hlk501788805][bookmark: _Hlk65436360]
26090. Apologies and reasons for absence (To receive and resolve reasons for absence in accordance with the requirement of the Local Government Act 1972) – Cllr P Wood sent apologies	          Unanimous

26091. Declarations of Interests: To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the requirements of the Localism Act 2011 and consider any applications for dispensations in relation to disclosable pecuniary interests or personal interests. 
None												         Unanimous

26092. To receive and approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 5th May 2026
It was Resolved: that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 5th May 2026 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.							            Unanimous

[bookmark: _Hlk506225810]26093. To consider applications to fill the Parish Council vacancy by co-option. 
No applicants			

26094. To receive and consider reports from County and District Councillors’
Cllr Ken Bamford reported on the Local Government reorganisation. All proposals have been submitted, and the councils are awaiting a response from the government expected by the end of July.  
He then went on to address the speeding and parking issues on Main Street. Cllr Bamford is looking into the idea of local prosecution implementation towards inconsiderate parking. It was identified that Chapel Lane and Main Street are the main areas of concern. The speeding of vehicles up Newark Hill towards Main Street was also discussed around recent recorded incidents. He stated that these issues are at the forefront of his mind and that he would be having meetings with officials to remedy expressed concerns.
Cllr Bamford mentioned project funding, whereby each council County Councillor has been given a certain amount of money to use towards community projects. The council discussed putting it towards a new bench to replace the broken one on Main Street.
The flooding issue on Goosegate lane – is ongoing and now being held up in a legal rift between Anglian Water and County Council Highways as neither side is taking responsibility for the faults.
Potholes – Cllr Bamford encourages the community to use ‘fix my street’ rigorously. He also stated that he has been working on a new portal so that the public can follow the procedure of reporting.
Cllr Bamford left the meeting at 20:00

26095. Update on Foston Village flower beds and boarders. To resolve on any action to be taken and receive information related to costings.  
Resident Janet Bray gave an update on the works carried out on 25th June 2026 An email is to be sent to LCC in reference to the event. Planting up of flowers in the troughs will commence later this year.										                                                    Unanimous

26096. To consider and confirm arrangements for the review of the council’s policies – 
All policies have now been revised to a new version and points changed in the risk assessment policy according to councillor’s request. It was decided that there was a need for a policy on delegated powers to be addressed.									                        Unanimous

26097. To consider the Disclosable pecuniary interests (DPI) and Acceptance of Office forms 2026 from each councillor and resolve on any action to be taken.
Resolved that each councillor has been supplied with the relevant documentation. 

26098. To consider an update on Goosegate Lane Flooding, LCC Highways plans and resolve on any action to be taken.
Issue covered within 26095.

26099. To consider and review the notification of play area inspection in August. It was resolved to accept all costings for the inspection.			                                                      Unanimous

26100. To consider the cleanliness of the dog bins and resolve on any further action to be taken.
The clerk is to source heavy duty bin liners for the dog waste bins. 
It was resolved to send an email to SKDC enquiring as to whether they can clean and empty the bins. Cllr Munro will clean and empty the bin on Long Street.

26101. To receive an update relating to permissive access rights to Foston Playing Field and resolve on any action to be taken
Cllr Spikings summarised his report. It was resolved that Cllr Gardner will take photos of all gates leading onto the playing fields as it is suspected that more than one resident is violating the playing field ‘no dog’ policy. It was resolved that the council ask for proof of claimed violation as stated in the solicitor’s letter from the particular resident. Cllr Spikings will draft a letter to be approved by council.	        Unanimous                  

26102. To consider the installation of a new bench in Foston Village and resolve on any action to be taken
It was resolved that the clerk to council gain quotes for a metal mamorial bench for the village depicting the world wars. 									            Unanimous

26103. To consider the lack of progress with the Y-Not development and resolve on any action to be taken 
It was resolved that Cllr Munroe will approach Steve Ablewhite for an update on the development.
												Unanimous

26104. To consider and receive an update on matters relating to Gorrie Hall, community hub report, future direction and resolve on any action to be taken
Cllr Spikings concluded that the hub report has been signed off and the question arose as to how to disseminate to the parishioners. It was concluded that Cllr Lees will email it as an attachment alongside the newsletter. 
Gorrie Hall – we are still awaiting the land registry response and Cllr Spikings will chase them.														Unanimous 

26105. To consider and receive an update on the lease for 1st Foston Scout Group and resolve on any action to be taken
A draft report has been sent out but the scouts have asked for changes to be made. Cllr Spikings will work alongside them to rectify it. The scouts have offered to contribute towards the final lease for the land.


26106. To consider and receive any feedback from villagers following the completion of the Community Hub report and resolve on any action to taken
An update was given by Cllr Spikings and no feedback has been received.

26107. To consider and review the progress of .gov domain name and email addresses and resolve on any action to taken
It was decided that the councillors are happy using the new .gov domain names and no further action is needed.											      Unanimous
  
26108. To consider and review the email from a local resident on the 11th June and the need for resolve on any action.
It was resolved to suggest that the resident make their own arrangements with their neighbour.
	                                                                                                                                                        Unanimous

26109. To consider and review the need for traffic calming and resolve on any action to be taken.
It was resolved that the clerk should write to LCC regarding a walkabout with Cllr Lees and to discuss the recent issues regarding safety at the bus stop, including the demolished memorial bench by an unknown driver.	                                                                                                                                                          Unanimous               

26110. To consider and resolve to replace the bench at the bus stop as it was destroyed by a vehicle
As point 26103										Unanimous

26111. Proposal to invite our local PSCO to our next meeting to discuss Foston’s antisocial problems
It was decided that the clerk should contact the local PSCO and send out an invite to attend our next meeting in September									Unanimous

26112. To consider and review a complaint from a resident regarding the undertaking of grass cutting on the Playing Field Chapel Lane.
It was resolved that no further action was required because the contract held by the company employed to cut the grass were acting as per their instructions.					                          Unanimous			
26113. To consider and review the achievement of Toby Shaw and his world champion achievement and resolve on any action to taken.
It was decided that Toby should be congratulated on his achievement and be recognised in the village Newsletter and Parish News.

26114. Proposal for the Parish Council’s printer to be transferred to the Parish Council bank account in the form of a monthly standing order.
Postponed until the next meeting								Unanimous

26115. To receive and consider a report from Cllr Gardner on Planning Matters
Ref: S26/0959: Date Received Tue 02 Jun 2026 
Proposal - Provision of winter storage unit for agriculture
Location - Office Top Farm Back Lane Foston Lincolnshire NG32 2LA
Decision – Refused

Ref: S26/0824: Date Received Tue 05 May 2026
Proposal - Installation of Base Station Upgrades at Foston Services.
Location - Foston Service Station Great North Road Foston Lincolnshire NG32 2JS
Decision/Date Mon 18 May 2026 No Objections Made



Ref: S26/0536: Date Received 23 Mar 2026: Location - 4 Newark Hill Foston Lincolnshire NG32 2LF
Proposal - Ground floor side extension to dwelling
 	 Decision - Approved conditionally on Thu 07 May 2026
Ref: S26/0343 Date Received 25 Feb 2026 Location - Highfield Farm Poultry Unit Fallow Lane Foston NG32 2LJ
Proposal - Erection of a self-build agricultural workers dwelling
Decision - Approved conditionally Wed 20 May 2026  

26116. To consider Financial Matters

a. To receive the Clerks report on payments between meetings.
Resolved: That Council approve payment of the following items		Unanimous

Financial Year 2026/2027
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b. To review and consider accounts for payment
Resolved: That Council approve payment of the following items		Unanimous
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c. [bookmark: _Hlk167729417]To review income and expenditure to 5th July 2026
Income and expenditure to 5th July 2026 was reviewed and noted, no further action.

d. To review bank account reconciliations to 5th June 2026
It was resolved: that the bank account   reconciliation for 5th June 2026 be accepted and approved.  									Unanimous



26117. To review Council’s expenditure incurred under s.137 of the Local Government Act
Item deferred											Unanimous

26117. To consider and review Foston’s Grant awarding policy
Item deferred											Unanimous

26119 To consider items for inclusion on the agenda in September 2026 at 7.30pm. 
It was resolved that the next meeting of the Parish Council Meeting will be 7th September 2026			                                                                                                                                       Unanimous
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:30											


Signed                                                                                              Cllr C M Lees Chairman
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Ref Payment Date Payee /Remitter Invoice / Ref No Budget Category Payment Type  Total

31 30/06/2026 C Smith P3 Salary  Staff Costs 272.60 £        

32 30/06/2026 C Smith P3 Home Working Payment Staff Costs 26.00 £          

# 298.60 £        

To receive the Clerks report on payments between ordinary meetings.
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Ref Payment Date Payee /Remitter Invoice / Ref No Budget Category Payment Type  Total

12 25/06/2026 CAS INSURANCE SERVICES 1161 Insurance 513.11 £        

13

08/06/2026

PWLB LOAN REPAYMENT 520095 Loan Repayments 637.44 £        

21 30/06/2026 Village Hall 214 Village Hall 24.00 £          

22 30/06/2026 Tallents Solicitors 32534 Projects 517.80 £        

23 30/06/2026 Parks and Pitches 2140 Grass Cutting 228.00 £        

28 30/06/2026 Talk Talk 3545120 Village Hall 35.15 £          

29 30/06/2026 Village Hall 241 Village Hall 36.00 £          

30 30/06/2026 Village Hall 233 Village Hall 24.00 £          

33 30/06/2026 C Lees Reimbursement Projects 111.02 £        

34 30/06/2026 Parks and Pitches 2168 Grass Cutting 252.00 £        

2,378.52 £     

To review and consider accounts for payment


