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Minutes of the Meeting of Foston Parish Council held on 3rd March 2026 at 19:30 at Foston Village Hall.

Present: 	Cllr Christina Lees, Cllr John Munro, Cllr Tracey Gardner, Cllr Keith Spikings.
Cllr P Wood, Cllr K Bamford, Clerk to Council – C Smith.

[bookmark: _Hlk225164878]Public Forum – Janet Bray representing the village conservation group, spoke about the care and maintenance of the flower beds around the village, that had been damaged by contractors working in the village. Janet Bray also spoke about the necessity to protect these boarders and the need for replanting. Cllr Bamford said he would enlist the help of Lincolnshire County Council and he would fill in the support forms for the project and he will liaise with the conservation group.  

Council Session started at 19.30 

26023. Due to the absence of the Chairman it was Resolved that Cllr Christina Lees would take the meeting,    										                   Unanimous.
		   
26024. Apologies and reasons for absence (To receive and resolve reasons for absence in accordance with the requirement of the Local Government Act 1972) – 
Resolved: that apologies for absence from Cllr Litchfield, 				                   Unanimous.                

26025. To receive Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in accordance with the Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012 – Nil

[bookmark: _Hlk141608374]26026. To receive and approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 4th November 2025 – It was Resolved: that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 6th January 2026 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.						       Unanimous.
                      
26027. To receive and consider reports from County and District Councillors’ 
Cllr Bamford was given an email from Cllr Gardner re the ongoing issues of flooding on Goosegate Lane and the progress of the work from Anglian Water under the direction of Michelle Joseph. Cllr Bamford stated that he would chase the works and get a response from them. Cllr Bamford also stated that the council were robustly looking at the issues around the amounting potholes and poor conditions of the roads as per his report produced and published prior to the meeting. Cllr Bamford requested that a copy of the minutes to be sent to him.

Cllr Wood went onto talk about the recycle bins for food waste and the initiative behind this. Following a full council meeting during the week of the 23rd February the council tax [band D] was discussed and overall, there will be an increase of 2.9%

26028. To consider and agree on dates for the Annual Parish Meeting. Cllr Litchfield will put some dates forward – In the absence of the chair a number of dates were discussed.		        
                            
26029. To consider and discuss any plans Foston may have towards planning any events to mark the upcoming commemoration dates for the 100th birthday of Queen Elizabeth II, 21st April 2026 and a day of reflection of the pandemic 8th March 2026 –
The council agreed to pay for the Commemoration rose and plaque for the reflection day of the covid pandemic. No interest was shown towards the 100th birthday of the late Queen Elizabeth II        Unanimous    
            		            
26030. To consider and agree on updating the dropbox space on the clerk’s laptop to increase its capacity. – It was agreed that Cllr Spikings would send researched costings to the clerk and the chair of alternative storage to be approved. The council agreed that delegated powers should be that of the chair and that the decision should be met by 31st March 2026     					Unanimous                                                                                                                          

26031. To consider and discuss the updates on the roadworks Goosegate Late and Back Lane – This point is ongoing and covered between Cllr Bamford and Cllr Gardner - 26027
			                                                   
26032. To consider any updates on the parking opposite the entrance to Church Street outside the Old Hall and on Main Street in front of Black Horse Cottages and resolve on any action to be taken. – There have been no further incidents in regards this point, however, should it reoccur the council will be informed and further action will ensue.    							Unanimous                                                                                                                                       

26033. To receive an update relating to permissive access rights to Foston Playing Field and resolve on any action to be taken – 
Cllr Spikings has obtained a cost from Tennants Solicitors for an official letter to be sent to the households with dogs encroaching on the playing field. Cllr Spikings has now received all the necessary historical documents in regards this issue to persue this.
            
26034. To receive a report from Cllr Spikings regarding a potential lease for 1st Foston Scout Group relating to land at Foston Playing Field on which Gorrie Hall is situated and resolve on any action to be taken. Also to discuss the problems with Chatterton's in the past and the latest issues over the Gorrie Hall lease. – 
Cllr Spikings stated that the lease is progressing with Chatterton's but there is an outstanding issue with a small piece of land at the front of the hall which is unregistered. This will have to be resolved before the lawyers can finalise the lease.  Cllr Spikings will speak to the lawyers in regard to options available to us to claim the land. It was decided that all work be withdrawn from Chatterton's following the completion of the Gorrie Hall lease and any associated payments necessary to complete the work. 

26035. To consider the revision of the 2017 Foston’s Neighbourhood Development Plan and resolve on any action to be taken –
Cllr Lees has devised an email which has been approved by the chair in an aim to gain interest for the completion of this by the end of 2026

26036 - Consider quotations received for the provision of a gov. domain name and associated email addresses and resolve on any action to be taken –
This point has been deferred until the next meeting in the absence of the chair who is leading on this.

26037 - To consider and resolve the need to make householders aware of the necessity to apply for permission when altering the aesthetics of the highway –
This point has been deferred until the next meeting in the absence of the chair who is leading on this and who will insert a note in the next newsletter.

26038 - To consider and resolve the following points requested by Cllr. Gardner who will lead –
It was resolved that posts erected on Highways land would have an insertion in the next newsletter. All other points have previously been covered.							         Unanimous
							               
26039 - To consider and agree on the forthcoming dates of the Parish Council meetings in 2026/2027
All dates have been agreed by the village hall committee and will be published shortly               Unanimous
 
26040 - To consider Lack of enforcement action by SKDC on refusal, S24/1809 | Provision of winter storage unit for agriculture | Top Farm, Office Back Lane Foston Lincolnshire NG32 2LA] –
This point was covered by Cllr Wood’s contribution at the meeting at the start of the meeting. The roof has been removed but the containers remain stacked one on top of the other. 

26041 - To consider and resolve what we as a Parish Council should do with the information we receive from SKDC and others. e.g. the walking festival, road work alerts etc. and how to disseminate to the Parishioners information that could be of interest to them –
It was discussed that Cllr Lees send out an email to all current Parishioners suggesting that going forward all emails of such nature should be directed from the clerk to ensure information was disseminated promptly. The parishioners will have the opportunity to object.  

26042 - To consider and agree on the damage to Foston conservation group flower bed on Newark Hill and Main Street. 
Resolved that the Parish Council would support and sponsor the conservation group with their need for improved protection of the flower beds and restocking. The conservation group would supply estimates for the work. Cllr Ken Bramford would fill in the forms to enlist the help from the County Council to help with manpower, planting and installation of the flower beds.

26043 - To discuss National Highways suggestion of the idea of closing the Main Street entrance to the A1 in Foston –
It was resolved that an email will be sent to parishioners to obtain their opinion on the proposal “How would the residents of Foston feel about closing the access point onto the A1 from Main Street? The idea has been raised during recent safety discussions within National Highways as to what can we do to make the junction safer given how sharp the corner is."

26044 - To consider and agree on the yearly subscription of £196.02 to LALC to enable Councillors to be beneficial in their training as effective Parish Councillors –
A yearly subscription has been made 							     Unanimous

26045 - To consider and agree on which lifesaving course supplied by Save a Life Sessions –
A date was agreed for a refresher course for adult cpr however, following this it appears the Village Hall is not available. The course has been cancelled until the autumn when the child and baby protocols have been reviewed										      Unanimous

26046 - To consider and agree the request from the village hall for their notice board to be moved to the more prominent location of the bus stop where parents and pedestrians can view it –
It was resolved that the council were unable to give permission as the land belongs to Highways Lincolnshire.
                                                                                                                                                          Unanimous
26047 - To consider and agree on the information supplied by LCC for applications from our younger Parishioners to join the two new Fire cadet units based in Grantham and Sleaford and how to direct interest 
It was resolved that a note be placed in the up-and-coming newsletter.			        Unanimous






26048 - To consider and agree an update from Cllr Spikings on the community hub and to gain feedback from Council – The final hub report would be ready by the end of week 6th March 2026. The outcome of the report suggests that building a Hub would not be financially sustainable. The proposal is to, not proceed with the Hub, but recommends improvements to the current Village Hall and to assist in the raising of funds to achieve this via trustees. The village hall would like financial aid to start in the planning the improvements.
The scouts have already confirmed that they are actively raising money to renovate Gorrie Hall.
It was suggested that there should be a dedicated group committed to overseeing of the village and its changes based around the community needs. 

26049 - To consider the finalisation of the probation period of the clerk - This point has been deferred until the next meeting in the absence of the chair.

26050 - To consider and agree on the relocation of the Foston Parish Council Printer from Cllr Lees to the Clerk home address – Motion approved, date to be confirmed.				Unanimous

26051 – Planning - 

Ref. No: S25/2073 | Received date: Thu 30 Oct 2025 | Status: Approved Conditionally | Case Type: Planning Application. Demolition of existing attached single storey garage, store area and conservatory, construction of new attached single storey extension, removal of front boundary wall and creation of vehicular access and excavation of part of garden to form off street parking area.

Ref. No: S26/0146 | Received date: Wed 28 Jan 2026 | Status: Pending Consideration | Case Type: Planning Application. Demolition of existing bungalow and construction of new dwelling. Ellensdale Back Lane Foston Lincolnshire NG32 2LA

Ref. No: S26/0163 | Received date: Wed 28 Jan 2026 | Status: No objections made | Case Type: Planning Application. Intention to upgrade the existing telecommunications base station to provide improved network coverage. Land At Foston Service Station Great North Road Foston Lincolnshire NG32 2JS

Ref. No: S25/2253 | Received date: Fri 21 Nov 2025 | Status: Lawful Development | Case Type: Planning Application. Rear single storey extension. 18 Wilkinson Road Foston Lincolnshire NG32 2JX

Ref. No: S25/0983 | Received date: Wed 28 May 2025 | Status: Condition(s) discharged - all | Case Type: Planning Application.  Submission of details reserved by Condition 5 (Site Development Scheme) of planning permission S23/2004. Meadow View Marshall Way Foston NG32 2LQ

Ref. No: S25/1976 | Received date: Thu 16 Oct 2025 | Status: Refused | Case Type: Planning Application. Outline application for a residential development with all matters reserved except for access. Brayside House Newark Hill Foston Grantham NG32 2LF









26052 - To consider Financial Matters. 
A] To receive the Clerks report on payments between ordinary meetings - Council noted the details of the following payments made between meetings.

[image: ]

B] To review and consider accounts for payment. It was Resolved: That Council approve payment of the following items	                                                                                                                           Unanimous.                                                                                                                                                                    									                                     
[image: ]
C] To review income and expenditure to 30th January 2026 -– Income and expenditure to 30th January 2026 was reviewed and noted, no further action.

D] To review bank account reconciliations to 5th January 2026 - It was Resolved: that the bank account reconciliation for 5th January 2026 be accepted and approved.   			                  Unanimous		                            
E] To review bank account reconciliations to 5th February 2026 - It was Resolved: that the bank account reconciliation for 5th February 2026 be accepted and approved.                                                  Unanimous	
			
26053 - To consider items for inclusion on the agenda for the Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 5th May 2026
None.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:30




Signed:  	           								Cllr R Litchfield Chairman

image1.emf
Ref Payment Date Payee /Remitter Invoice / Ref No Budget Category Payment Type  Total

82 27/02/2026 C Smith P11 Salary + additional hours Staff Costs 332.45 £        

83 27/02/2026 C Smith P11 Home Working Payment Admin 26.00 £          

# 358.45 £        

To receive the Clerks report on payments between ordinary meetings.


image2.emf
Ref Payment Date Payee /Remitter Invoice / Ref No Budget Category Payment Type  Total

79 04/03/2026 LALC - yearly renewal16561 Training 196.02 £        

84 03/03/2026 Talk Talk Business 1084886 Village Hall 40.77 £          

85 04/03/2026 Foston Village Hall 190 Admin 24.00 £          

86 00/01/1900 Andrew Clough Invoice 23022026 Grass Cutting 150.00 £        

87 00/01/1900 HMRC Month 9 Deductions Staff Costs 28.06 £          

88 00/01/1900 Cllr C Lees Reimbursement Projects 71.75 £          

89 00/01/1900 Lucy Bliss Covid memorial Projects 86.23 £          

438.85 £        

To review and consider accounts for payment


