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[bookmark: _Hlk501788805][bookmark: _Hlk65436360]Minutes of the Meeting of Foston Parish Council held on 2nd July 2026 at 19:30 at Foston Village Hall.

Present: 	Cllr Christina Lees, Cllr John Munro, Cllr Tracey Gardner, Cllr Keith Spikings Cllr Fellows Moore, Cllr K Bamford, Clerk to Council – C Smith.

Public Forum: 

To receive questions and views from residents of the village for a fifteen-minute period on issues relevant to the village of Foston. Please note that the Parish Council meeting will commence at 7.30pm if no residents are present.
Jake Beaty - Farm Manager, Westfield Farm comments minute 26142

Council Session started at 19.30 

26120. Apologies and reasons for absence (To receive and resolve reasons for absence in accordance with the requirement of the Local Government Act 1972) – Cllr Bamford and Cllr Wood. Cllr Munroe was delayed. 											                         Unanimous

26121. Declarations of Interests: To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the requirements of the Localism Act 2011 and consider any applications for dispensations in relation to disclosable pecuniary interests or personal interests. 
None												             Unanimous

26122. To receive and approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 2nd July 2026
It was Resolved: that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 2nd July 2026 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.				                          Unanimous
		
26123. To consider applications to fill the Parish Council vacancy by co-option.
No applicants.

26124. To receive and consider reports from County and District Councillors.
It was resolved that in the absence of both councillors the minutes should be sent via email to them. Cllr Lees will distribute the September update from Cllr Bamford to the parishioners of Foston with one abstaining and four for’s

26125. Proposal to employ a specialist planning company to help us in the development of our up-dated Neighbourhood Development Plan and to resolve on actions to be taken – Three planning committees have been contacted in total by Cllr Lees. Quotes will be obtained in regard to enlisting a specialist planning company to assist with the updating of the plan. An additional meeting will be called to approve this spend if necessary.								             Unanimous

26126. To consider an update on Goosegate Lane Flooding, LCC Highways plans and resolve on any action to be taken - The flooding issue on Goosegate lane is ongoing and now being held up in a legal rift between Anglian Water and County Council Highways as neither side is taking responsibility for the faults.

26127. To consider the cleanliness of the dog bins and resolve on any further action to be taken – It was resolved that Cllr Munroe will spray the dog bin on Fallow Lane to clean it. It was resolved that SKDC would be requested to clean the dog bin on the corner of Long Street and Newark Hill. No further action. 				     									        Unanimous
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26128. To receive an update relating to permissive access rights to Foston Playing Field and resolve on any action to be taken – Cllr Gardner has walked the perimeter of the playing field recording the gates that lead onto it. There are three in total that are used on Burgin Close and 3 on Chaple Lane that are not in use. Cllr Spikings is to write to the solicitor to contact the resident who has stated he has proof that other residents use the field with dogs.

[bookmark: _Hlk506225810]26129. To consider and review the inspection of the play field and MUGA area and resolve on action to be taken – It was resolved that the inspection report was not exhaustive with no fundamental issues. Cllr Munroe will address the nut on the swing. The notice will be replaced with the appropriate wording and the equipment will be refurbished with help from the community grant fund. Cllr Fellows and Cllr Munroe will obtain details of the funding whilst Cllr Lees will address the matting under the swing. 

26130. To consider the installation of a new bench in Foston Village and resolve on any action to be taken – It was resolved that two new benches be purchased and erected on the site of the previous one. 
										One abstainer and four for’s

26131. To receive an update on the lack of progress with the Y-Not development and resolve on any action to be taken – point withheld until the next council meeting.

26132. To consider and receive an update on the Community Hub report and resolve on any action to be taken – Cllr Spikings reported that the lease had been finalised and ownership of the land agreed. Resident Isabele Stanton commented on the wording of the lease and made valued points. It has been sent to the solicitor Chattertons to review. Following this the report will be sent to parishioners by Cllr Lees.												                          Unanimous
26133. To consider and receive an update on the lease for 1st Foston Scout Group and resolve on any action to be taken – point covered within minute 26132

26134. To receive an update from the clerk on the need for traffic calming in respect of the incident involving resident at the bus stop January 2025 and resolve on any action to be taken – The clerk reported on an email she had received and it was decided that Rowan Smith should be invited to Foston in order to discuss new road marking to avoid incidents.			                      One abstainer and four for’s

26135. To consider the problem with visibility at night on Long Street at the junction of Main Street and Chapel Lane at the request from a resident for foliage to be trimmed back and resolve on any actions to be taken – It was decided that the issue should be reported on ‘fix my street’ by Cllr Lees.            Unanimous

26136. Proposal to invite our local PSCO to our next meeting to discuss Foston’s antisocial problems – It was resolved that a contact number would be obtained for the beat manager and that advice be had in regards other violations around the village.	                                                                                          Unanimous
[bookmark: _Hlk167729163]                                                                                         
26137. Proposal for the Parish Council’s printer to be transferred to the Parish Council bank account in the form of a monthly standing order – It was resolved that the printer be transferred from the personal account to that of the Parish Council with immediate effect. Cllr lees to meet with the Clerk.   Unanimous                        
	



26138 - To consider the recent traffic issues through the village and resolve on any action to be taken going forward – It was resolved that the recent traffic issues were handled to the best of the council’s ability and contact with the appropriate contractors made timely.				                          Unanimous
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26139 - To consider and resolve whether FPC need to subscribe to LALC Annual Training Scheme – It was resolved that the council would subscribe to LALC at the reduced rate of £90 giving the council the opportunity to enrol on valuable courses FOC                                                                                           Unanimous 

26140 - To consider the industrial development/expansion adjacent to The Firs on the Great North Road and resolve on any action to be taken – It was resolved that Cllr Gardner will make contact with Cllr Wood and the clerk to write to the enforcement officer to oversee the area. 

26141 - To consider charges for the use of the playing field when used for training and matches and resolve on actions to be taken – It was resolved that charges be at a set cost of £25 for match use and £10 for training sessions on the field. The clerk will inform the parties involved.			                        Unanimous

26142 - Planning - To receive and consider a report from Cllr Gardner on Planning Matters

Ref: S26/1283: Date Received Mon 27th July 2026
Proposal - Excavation of a purpose-designed agricultural irrigation reservoir together with associated cut-to-fill earthworks.
Location - Field West Of Marston And Toll Bar Road, Adjacent To Foston Beck On The East
Decision – Awaiting decision

Jake Beaty attended the meeting and explained the reservoir and the workings of it along with the construction.  It would be enclosed with a 4-foot fence topped with two strands of barbed wired and signage. Health and safety advice had been taken due to being close to footpaths. A mobile pump would be operative in the summer, yet an abstraction licence needed to be obtained. Risk assessments were under way and guidance was being sought from professionals. Cllr Gardner read what the risk assessment should be considering from research he had conducted.
Application had been extended to 15th September to accommodate local opinion.
The council suggested a hawthorn fence inn addition to the fencing and we would support them as a counsel. 

26143. To consider Financial Matters – 
a. To receive the Clerks report on payments between meetings.
Resolved: That Council approve payment of the following items		    Unanimous

Financial Year 2026/2027
[image: ]

a. To review and consider accounts for payment.
Resolved: That Council approve payment of the following items		    Unanimous




343

[image: ]

b. [bookmark: _Hlk167729417]To review income and expenditure to 5th August 2026
 		Income and expenditure to 5thAugust 2026 was reviewed and noted, no further action.

c. To review bank account reconciliations to 5th July 2026
         It was resolved: that the bank account   reconciliation for 5th June 2026 be accepted and approved.  									           Unanimous



26144. To review Council’s expenditure incurred under s.137 of the Local Government Act. Item deferred from last meeting. Deferred

26145. To consider and review Foston’s Grant awarding policy - It was decided that the wording needed to be altered 

2. To consider items for inclusion on the agenda for the next Parish Council Meeting Tuesday 3rd November 2026 at 7.30pm 
a. The Budget
b. The precept
c. The clerks increase in salary


       C Smith
C Smith	Clerk to Council - Foston Parish Council					30/09/2026
image1.emf
Ref Payment Date Payee /Remitter Invoice / Ref No Budget Category Payment Type  Total

36 31/07/2026 C Smith P4 Salary  Staff Costs 272.60 £        

37 31/07/2026 C Smith P4 Home Working Payment Staff Costs 26.00 £          

42 31/08/2026 C Smith P5 Salary and Training Staff Costs 381.50 £        

43 31/08/2026 C Smith P5 Home Working Payment Staff Costs 26.00 £          

# 706.10 £        

To receive the Clerks report on payments between ordinary meetings.


image2.emf
Ref Payment Date Payee /Remitter Invoice / Ref No Budget Category Payment Type  Total

35 30/07/2026 Talk Talk 5186189 Village Hall 32.34 £          

38 31/07/2026 Chattertons  603896 Projects 40.00 £          

39

03/08/2026

Defib Warehouse DW - 195865 Maintenance 148.74 £        

40 11/08/2026 Talk Talk 6730832 Village Hall 32.34 £          

41 07/09/2026 Chattertons  603154A Projects 653.20 £        

44 31/08/2026 J Munroe Reimbursement Projects 19.99 £          

45 31/08/2026 C Smith Reimbursement Projects 2.99 £             

929.60 £        

To review and consider accounts for payment


