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Celebrating the Platinum Jubilee 
Communities across Lincolnshire came together to mark HM The Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee. We enjoyed celebrations across our villages with thanks to 
the hard work of local volunteers and community groups that organised 
these events. It was a truly wonderful weekend of celebrations!  
 
Government says no to cash plea for missing millions 
Government’s decision to not fill our highways maintenance funding gap, despite our active lobbying of 
Westminster, was incredibly disappointing. 
 
The maintenance funding Department for Transport has allocated to us is simply not enough and continuing 
to fund the shortfall by dipping into our reserves and increasing council tax will not be sustainable.  
 
The worst part is that DfT’s allocations do not factor in inflation or the fact that labour and material costs are 
skyrocketing. So, the funding gap we will need to fill over the next three years will be considerably higher than 
£36m in real terms. 
 
That is why it is important that we continue our fight for fairer funding for the residents of Lincolnshire.  
 
You can find more information about our “Fix our funds to fix our roads” campaign at: 
https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/highways-funding/fix-our-funds-to-fix-our-roads 
 
Progress with Grantham bypass 
Phase two – creating a new A1 trunk road and linking to the new roundabout off the B1174 – saw final 
drainage works and landscaping completed across the site in May.  
 
Phase three – linking the A52 at Old Somerby to the new roundabout on the B1174 – saw further progress 
made with drainage, surfacing and piling works at various points along the site.  
 
Final works to the A52 Somerby Hill roundabout, part of the Grantham Southern Relief Road project, will start 
in early June. Traffic management and road closures will be in place, with more information available at: 
https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/news/article/1073/a52-somerby-hill-roundabout-closures-to-start-in-early-
june 
 
The estimated £102 million scheme remains on track for completion in Winter 2023.   
 
Balfour Beatty chosen to design and build North Hykeham Relief Road 
The final section of Lincoln’s ring road has been decades in the making, but we’re now one step 
closer to bringing this much-needed project to fruition. 
  
First, the team will carry out topographical, ecological, archaeological, and ground condition surveys 
on-site later this year. The focus will then be on submitting a planning application in 2023 ahead of 
starting main construction in late 2025 to 2028. 
  
Once opened in 2028, the road will better connect the A46 between the Midlands and the Humber 
ports, help meet the area's growth targets and reduce congestion in and around North Hykeham, 
Lincoln and the surrounding villages. 
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£4m announced to support adult maths skills 
The Government’s Shared Prosperity Fund has allocated £4m to the county council to improve adult 
numeracy skills in Lincolnshire. There are already a number of free numeracy courses available in the 
county but this money means that we can arrange new courses, and work with businesses to be 
innovative in how they are delivered. 
 
 
Progress on Lincolnshire's Special School provision 
The county council is making great progress on delivering improvements to SEND provision across 
Lincolnshire. In May, Boston Endeavour Academy and an extension to Bourne Willoughby Academy 
were officially opened. 
 
These new facilities have not only increased the numbers of special school places in Lincolnshire, but 
improved services and allowed these sites to cater for more specialist needs. This means that more 
children with SEND will have the opportunity to attend a local school rather than having to travel 
large distances for their education. 
 
Engaging on devolution 
The ten councils across Greater Lincolnshire have asked our Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) to 
undertake an engagement exercise with local businesses, about a devolution deal for our area. 
 
Following the Levelling Up white paper and our encouraging visit from the Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson earlier this year, we are all determined to seek a devolution deal later this year when the 
government accepts further submissions. We already have a ten-point plan that we want to develop 
and refine. 
 
In order to do this, we need to hear from businesses across the area on issues around growth and 
jobs, and gain valuable feedback about what devolution could mean for them. A series of roundtable 
events are being held across the area, and website and survey is available to give more information 
and hear the views of our business community – visit www.devolutionlincolnshire.co.uk. 
 
Couples invited to say ‘I do’ at the Usher Gallery  
The 95-year-old gallery in the heart of Lincoln city is the perfect venue for weddings and civil 
partnership ceremonies. The County Council has recently enhanced its registrar and ceremony offer, 
giving Lincolnshire couples a truly special day to remember at the historic Usher Gallery.  
 
The large gallery space on the ground floor transforms into a stunning venue for couples to tie the 
knot, with room for up to 80 guests. The use of the grand front entrance for both the couple and 
their guests offers an unforgettable experience. 
 
More information available at: https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/directory-record/68033/the-usher-
gallery 
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