Hi all,

Sending apologies for this one. The only update I have is regarding LGR:

The decision for Lincolnshire - which would have created a new Lincoln unitary council and a new Lincolnshire unitary council - has now been withdrawn by government.

The government now intends to relook at the proposals and make a new decision before the end of March next year. They are not asking for us to propose any new models for our area.

This effectively puts us in the same position we were in before the initial decision was made in July, with four options on the table from ourselves and other councils across the county.

I want to thank you all for your hard work throughout this uncertain period, serving our residents and communities. It is disappointing that we still don't have clarity about the future of local government in our area.

What we do know is that the earliest possible vesting day for a new council or councils in our area (when they could start operating) is 1 April 2029.

Elsewhere in the country, LGR in Warwickshire, Gloucestershire, Worcestershire, Oxfordshire and East Sussex will be going ahead with the models announced in July, with shadow elections in May 2028. The decisions for the other areas have also been withdrawn.

Any actions that arise for me during the meeting let me know.

Cheers,

Councillor Ken Bamford
Hough Electoral Division
Chief Whip
Lincolnshire County Council
County Offices, Newland, Lincoln LN1 1YL
